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Plaidy, Jean. The King’s Pleasure. Appleton-Cen- 
tury-Crofts. May 1949. 302p. $3.00. 


Plaidy goes back Tudor England focus interest 


the turbulent and tragic relationship between Anne 
Boleyn and Henry VIII she develops the unfortunate 
woman’s career from early childhood days the time 


death. 


The account Henry’s amours well-known; telling 
the most momentous them all the author has tried 
maintain historical accuracy. The King’s Pleasure 
partly quest discover how the marriage Anne and 
Henry came about and, the search, becomes character 
study two the most calculating people all time. 


the age seven Anne Boleyn joined the train Mary 
Tudor, Henry’s sister, she left England become 
Queen France. Here, the corrupt court atmosphere, 
the intelligent daughter Sir Thomas Boleyn, mediocre 
knight, grew worldly-wise, practical young 
woman, cognizant evil, but remaining aloof from it. 
She saw that mistress would never satisfy 
her; she would never second best; she would have all, 
nothing. The Lutheran heresy held her interest and 
sympathy though she was not religious nature. Mary 
Boleyn possessed none her sister’s practiced decorum 
and gave herself wholeheartedly long-drawn out affair 
Henry’s mistress which resulted the advancement 
the Boleyn family fortunes. Anne’s return Eng- 
land, Henry’s chance meeting with her set events along 
another course. Her disdain for his crude advances drove 
him pursue her the more. Even then Anne Boleyn 
knew that her greatest strength was her ability keep 
Henry arm’s length; Queen Anne was less power- 
ful than mistress Anne. 


Wolsey’s suggestion Anne came court lady-in- 
waiting Katharine but far from fulfilling the King’s 
pleasure having her brought there, she fell love with 
Percy Northumberland. Banishment followed discov- 
ery their plan marry. Resentful this interference, 
Anne departed for France return later, hardened, 
bitter woman desirous revenge, especially against the 
Cardinal who had done the King’s bidding separating 
the lovers. 


Henry’s easily manipulated conscience had long toyed 
with the idea divorce, presumably because Kath- 
arine’s failure produce son and heir. The involved 
question his affinity her his brother’s widow had 
failed impress ecclesiastical authorities that the mar- 
riage was nul. Desiring the throne, Anne gambled the 
granting divorce she became Henry’s mistress, but 
was not until her pregnancy six years later that the 
matter became urgent from Henry’s point view. Wol- 
sey’s opposition had long been out the way; now, jubi- 
lant the thought heir and aided the self-seekers 
Cranmer and Cromwell, Henry finally severed completely 


England’s ties Rome taking matters into his own 
hands. 


The birth Elizabeth was stunning the King 
whose infatuation for Anne had lessened since her coro- 
nation, and soon became apparent her that only the 
possibility producing heir could retain her his 
favor. The irony the situation she re-enacted Kath- 
arine Aragon’s role was clear. Civil war threatened 
the populace murmured against Nan Bullen and the new 
religion. Anne’s feigned pregnancy lured Henry from 
new paramour and moved him become even more 
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strengthen the Tudor position. Later, having incurred 
the royal wrath this pretense, she added in- 
directly causing the premature birth son, still-born, 
which resulted the King’s final abandonment her. 
Jane Seymour, current favor, had already hinted the 
arrival child, and ensure its legitimacy Henry 
sanctioned Cromwell’s plan rid him Anne. The 
trumped-up charges against the Queen, the trial her 
supposed lovers, and her own trial, with the accompany- 
ing cruelties and eventual executions followed. 
repentant, remorseful Anne that Miss Plaidy presents 
the story ends. 


Characterization especially well developed the reader 
follows Miss Plaidy’s three dimensional analysis Anne 
and Henry. Highlighting the story are her portraits 
Wolsey, St. Thomas More and the cruel Cromwell. The 
study More, humorous, brilliant and admired head 
his family lays particular emphasis Margaret Roper’s 
devotion her father. 


Katharine’s position factually presented but im- 
pression arises undue stress the so-called fanaticism 
the Queen and especially Mary who generally 
represented without sympathy. narrow religious out- 
look said have suppressed the finer man Henry’s 
nature (p. 44), inconsistency comparing even the 
early misdemeanors the King, still supposedly under 
the influence narrow religious outlook, with his later 
ones when this outlook had considerably broadened. 
Henry’s early regard for the Pope holy (i.e. infallible) 
-linked with his intense superstition. Clement, regard 
the divorce, described vacillating (p. 158), and 
the suggestion, Henry plans rid himself Kath- 
that, though forbidden principle, the Pope would 
grant divorce for political reasons fantastic and could 
misleading the uninformed reader (p. 73). For the 
rest, the hypocrisy the King and those about him 
well presented. 


describing the loose morals the English and French 
courts and, particular, the affairs the lustful King, 
the author resorts some detail beyond the necessary. 
Excerpts from the following pages could have been omit- 
ted with loss the story: pp. 13, 22-23-24, 121-122, 
230. 


Adults may read The King’s Pleasure but not for 
younger readers. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Sforza, Carlo. Italy and the Italians. Dutton. May 


165p. $3.00. 


his undying credit Count Carlo Sforza recognized the 
evil Fascism from its very inception and would never 
serve under Mussolini. political exile the 
United States during World War was asked give 
course lectures Italian culture. These forty lec- 
tures were entitled “Contemporary Italy and its Intel- 
lectual and Moral Origins.” This the real subject 


the present book which choice selection from the best 
these addresses. 

Sforza correctly observes that one can understand con- 
temporary Italy unless acquainted with the intel- 


The 


lectual and moral foundations Italian thought. 


Plaidy Sforza Gresham 


Best May 


great Italian authors mirror Italian thought their books} 
and Sforza gives new insight into Dante, Petrarch, report 
Savonarola, Machiavelli, Ariosto, Tasso, Goldoni, Vico, card 
Leopardi, Sanctis, Metastasio, Carducci, Manzoni, Maz. excep 
zini, Croce and host others. all these authors hel 
has read deeply and his appreciation them decidedly} 
personal because believes that “nothing more vain 

than write book out other books.” 


hospit 
Once the intellectual and moral background Italian There 
ture has been sketched, rapidly surveys the relations off 
contemporary Italy with her neighbors—the French, the} fellow 
Swiss, the Germans, the Slavs and the English. There is} 


ing 


abyss between the Italians and the Germans that 
been bridged for brief periods history but which still} 
remains. With all their other neighbors the Italians are} 
friendly and hope strengthen this friendship the 
future. 
The chapter the Italians the United States both} tractic 
revealing and amusing. discloses how much the Italians} conqu 
have contributed our country and how democratic} putati 
Italy wants the Italo-Americans give absolute simple 
the country their adoption while they maintain surviv 
tural and spiritual ties with their native land. statisti 

other hand, his violent reaction the use the Thi 
“melting pot” the United States and his description of} 

Joe DiMaggio “who, the son Italian parents, has with 
hundreds thousands Yankees acclaim him cham- for 
pion, forget whether football baseball” indicate that 
his knowledge our country not accurate fatal 
supposes. “dy 
lagher 
During his stay the United States Sforza was frequently} cool 
asked for the title book that would real key to} marry 
Italian thought and always responded: “De 
but take care; you will not find there single date; you} 
must know all first, but will illuminate for the 

his own book could formed, even though does 

occasionally supply dates. sense introduction secc 
Italy this book for those who know and love Italy but 
still seek further illumination the intangible qualities Jim 
the Italian temperament. 
Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, finally 

Mundelein, Illinois 
During 
Bennie 
admiss 
Gresham, William Lindsay. Limbo Tower. 
hart. May 275p. $3.00. 
The opening Gresham’s new novel retelling in} fore 
Biblical prose the parable the four blind men Anne 
grasp the elephant various parts his anatomy and} 
identify him respectively rope, tree, wall, and the 
serpent. The story that follows shows the different 
losophies adopted diverse personalities they face the 
difficulties life and the prospect early death. the cos 
The action covers three days and set almost entirely chart 
the domain presided over Dr. Wallace Reid Rathbone, the fut 
whom science God and whiskey secret vice. This temper 
Limbo Tower, skyscraper hospital amid metropolitan aminat 
slums that the aseptic pride Boss Jim Hanlon. temain 
sembled the Ninth Floor Ward this monument The 
the tubercle bacillus and political chicanery are the 
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assortment cast-offs, and approximately half the book 
reports the talk these inmates they reminisce over 
card games dissect the world bedside visiting. 


Abdullah, gentle-hearted mystic, have probably 


incurable tuberculosis; that worthy professional malin- 
gerer who has developed the faking symptoms into 
fine art whereby has comfortably spent his life 
hospitals. 


There Joe Kincaid, coal miner and former evangelist, 
who hates brush his teeth and loves harangue his 
fellows pride sin “worse than drinking and whor- 
Judge Jasper Stone, ex-confidence man, eloquently 
considers God merely logical hypothesis with seven-to- 
Frank Vitiello, gambler, 
resolved spend the six months that remain him 
working out fool-proof system for the ponies. The prac- 
ticed wiggle Nellie the maid proves occasional dis- 
traction Frank; but after vulgar joking leads him 
conquest her blouse, returns contentedly his com- 
putations. Wash Lee, huge negro boxer, shows the 
simple-minded attitude toward life; his great bulk fails 
survive radical operation, and becomes merely 
statistical contradiction the prognosis. 


This material background the central story associated 
with Benny Rosenbaum, whose private room hangout 
for the others. young Jewish Marxist with addiction 
prose poems that show tortured inability unravel 
fatalistically ordered life, Bennie passionately devoted 
“dynamic materialism” and the night nurse, Anne Gal- 
lagher. She finds him hard classify: were either 
cool and calculating, like the Protestant fellows, trying 
marry money, red-faced and terrifying and good Catho- 
but couldn’t keep their hands off you” (p. 17). 
Eventually are meant convinced that Anne 
the inhibited victim Catholic piety distorted 
terrifying experience her childhood. 


Asecond suitor for Anne’s affections Dr. Crane, but she 
refuses his advances because consorts with the mistress 
Jim Hanlon, nymphomaniac named Cassie Lockhart 
who ghost writes Hanlon’s speeches and spends all her 
free time seducing men. repulsive climax one night, 


during which Cassie openly demands intercourse, Crane 


finally breaks free from his sluttish relationship. 


During this episode Cassie’s car, Anne has visited 
Bennie her nightly rounds. Bennie gains from her 
admission love, and, resolved kill her phobia, 
further forces from her the recollection that her fear 
men has dated from night when she saw her 
drunkenness strip and sadistically torture her mother be- 
fore completing rape the living room rug. When 
Anne kisses him after this admission, fatal hemorrhage 
isinduced and Bennie dies his new-found happiness. 


the aftermath these experiences Ann and Dr. Crane 
discover both avenue enriched life and love for 
each other. Anne has purchased her reward, however, 
the cost contagion. She herself becomes entry the 
chart room, while Crane looks patiently about year into 
the future for her release. Abdullah continues faking his 
temperature and 72-hour sputum specimen, and the ex- 
amination the elephant’s anatomy goes among the 
members the Ninth Floor Ward. 


The sex elements stand out more boldly summary than 
the book. When they occur they are blunt and ob- 


Tchkotoua 


jectionable, for even though clinically rather than sala- 
ciously presented they have brutal quality because they 
descend unnatural and needless detail. this score 
alone the book should withheld from juvenile readers. 
From standpoint philosophic and religious validity, 
additional caution advisable. Gresham means remain 
aloof from his characters and their views, but therein 
the basic weakness the book. asking for 
didactic preachment, one does wish hierarchy creeds 
were perceived means the varying spiritual richness 
achieved through them. common with the other be- 
Anne’s Catholicism neither ridiculed nor praised, 
neither rejected nor accepted; merely reported one 
the several interpretations the elephant. Something 
resembling affirmation seems flow from Kincaid’s final 
confidence that Bennie found God despite his atheistic 
naturalism and taught others purify their own beliefs 
(including perhaps the psychological purging Anne). 
This sort plea should evaluated only reader 
knowing firmly how one religion cannot good 
another. The most real merit the book, which struc- 
turally diffuse and badly proportioned, its recognition 
that life demands spiritual explanation. But the reader 
must wary not tempted beyond that postulate 
into specious relativism; even some adults could 
astray that respect. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Tchkotoua, Prince Nicholas. Timeless. 
Gee. May 1949. 203p. $3.00. 


Reactions this simple tale enduring love are apt 
more widely varied than responses simple book 
usually are. There doubt about what the author 
intended do; there will some dispute—more than 
ordinary question taste would imply—about the success 
his effort. 


Prince Tchkotoua has told, style that plain the 
point being elementary, two young people who are 
vastly love, whose love idyllic, who have been told 
two three different and impressive ways that their 
love meant undying. They learn that theirs 
true love, and that true love for creature form 
the love God. Just their happiness 
marvelous crest, they are separated the wish the 
girl’s dying mother. The girl marries another man. Her 
erstwhile fiancé, after uttermost misery and dangerous 
illness, eventually falls love with another girl and 
marries her, having first told her his still persistent love 
for the young woman has lost. The story told 
flashback and the end learn that the great love has 
not died, that has survived the years physical 
separation. 


Murray 


The elements good tale are here. Georgia, the au- 
thor’s native land, sketched with that enthusiastic and 
tender patriotism which Slavic writers are eminently capa- 
ble communicating. strange and fascinating, and 
its exotic charm, permeating the characters and traveling 
abroad with them, makes the preternatural events the 
story seem more credible. The theme, too, appealing— 
two people deeply love, still living serenely that love 


while they bravely and faithfully discharge the duties 
separated lives. 

completely alive, however, novel such theme 
must exploit character fully, must make accept the 
unusual true and inevitable. The plot here shows 
good deal rigging. all possible—the man’s quick 
promise not marry the girl, her marriage during his 
brief absence, the mother’s death—yet the contrivance 
seems forced. The incidents whirl along detached 
and rather unlifelike manner. There are, too, minor 
annoyances. should not judge nineteenth-century 
Russian our standards but praise for the “enlighten- 
ment” the old prince the novel will sound, modern 
American ears, unpleasantly like defense paternalism. 
the prince’s home and along the Georgian countryside 
everything just too idyllic—the beautiful home, the 
grand meals, the faithful retainer, and on. 

Despite defects, this book has its shining moments—if 
may speak book called Timeless. setting forth 
ideal love, great and true love one creature for another, 
the novel almost sings. The author makes the reader 
wish these young people well while insinuates fear 
that their unmarred happiness will not last. some 
readers find themselves pitying the briefly mentioned 
spouses the two main characters, others will carried 
along the idyll suspension disbelief will crown 
the work with wistful “if only could so”. 


* 


Lea, Tom. The Brave Bulls. 
20, 1949. 270p. $3.00. 
Technically, this handsome book. The fact that the 
author first artist explains the strikingly effective 
black-and-white drawings used chapter headings, the 
“glossary” standard movements bull-fighting which 
grace the end papers, and the color drawing the title 
rather than what might have been. And lightly 
fictionalized explanation bullfighting, the corrida, 
Mexico, including the management bull rings, the rais- 
ing blooded bulls, the occupational attitudes and haz- 
ards the wealth interesting and 
colorful information about the whole process told 
telling the story Luis Bello, diestra, who presented 
one the leading toreros his and our time. Eldest 
son poor and numerous family, caught the bull- 
fever boy, helping his father drive horses for large 
ranchero. Having attained eminence and popularity and 
high-fee rating, has been supporting his family, while 
maintaining himself and his cuadrillo, corps assist- 
ants, style becoming his fame. assist his youngest 
brother, Pepe, break into the same profession art, 
agrees engagement the little provincial town 
Cuenca help celebrate the feast Santa Barbara, 
where and his brother will the featured fighters 
against four blooded bulls from the top-ranking ranch 
Las Astas. His confidence has been shaken the death 
old friend and colleague the bull-ring, Salazar, 
and the accidental death his friend, Raul Fuentes, and 
his inamorata, Linda, mountain crash his automo- 
bile. overcomes fear and wins tremendous triumph 
over stubborn bull graphic and suspenseful last 
chapter. 

Adult readers should warned that author-artist Lea 
has reproduced the speech the bullfighters with all its 


Little, Brown. Apr. 


Lea Lapp 
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ejaculatory use the names Jesus and Mary, which 
seem, however, indicate rather familiar and respectful 
acquaintance than any conscious semi-deliberate 
phemy contempt. The men the bull-ring are not the 
most cultured, nor even the most heroic men. But 
they are earthy and human. For the adult reader, The 
Brave Bulls, albeit somewhat reminiscent Heming. 
way’s earlier stories Spanish bullfighters, will serve 
art and spectator-sport. The book may well prized 
for the superb woodcut-like drawings and design, 
achievement the publishing art. 


Lapp. Must Hide? 
Apr. 20, 1949. 182p. $3.00. 


now almost four years since the advent the 
called Atomic Age. Much has been written such sub-| 
jects “the absolute weapon,” “no defense against the 
atom bomb,” etc. Some facts have been exaggerated 
some ignored. There has been little progress toward inter- 
national control nuclear energy. There seems 
little possibility outlawing atomic bombs. Activity 
develop bigger and better atomic bombs continues this 
country and doubt others are trying desperately de- 
velop it. time took sober look the situation. 
not matter minimizing the effects the atom 
bomb, Professor Blackett seems have done his 
book “Fear, War and the Bomb,” nor matter of| 
being optimistic pessimistic, but rather requires 
careful and realistic consideration the many aspects 
this subject which concerns all us. For there ever| 
atomic war will total war every sense the| 
word and only through the proper kind education can 
hope able cope with such eventuality. Non-| 
technical books this subject and closely related topics 
could lot toward educating the general public. 
Hide?” seems good beginning this direction. 


Addison-Wesley. 


The author’s purpose writing the book bring the| 
facts about the atom bomb military weapon the 
attention the American people. his own words 
“The real facts are simple and can told simple 
guage. Furthermore, they can told.” “It not neces 
sary have secret data order understand the facts 
about atomic bombs and radio-activity.” sees need 
for defeatist attitude and states that the problem 
fense against atomic bombs not entirely hopeless. 
ever believes that “our days peacetime indifference 
are numbered. may never again have equal 
tunity for preparation.” 


With other authorities Dr. Lapp estimates that 
sible that Russia might have atom bomb 1952. 
points out, however, that there great difference 
tween having bomb and being able produce num 
ber each year and accumulate significant stock 
this basis estimated that should have 
1960 before there real threat full-scale atomic 
warfare. Let hope this estimation time not 
optimistic. Even though short does give time 
for some defensive measures. 


The problems defense against atomic bombs are not 
sidered entirely unsurmountable although they 
obviously gigantic proportions. answer not 


underground. Space our greatest ally and dispersion 
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centers population and industry would the most 
effective defense. This naturally long range project 
covering possibly several decades and the author’s 
opinion some definite planning this direction called 
for. the meantime proposes program education 
and training for atomic disaster relief set the 
highly concentrated areas population and industry. 
sees must above all educate ourselves the facts 
about atomic bombs and nuclear radiation and learn what 
can and cannot done defensively. 


Dr. Lapp has succeeded presenting non-technically and 
without emotion lot facts concerning the atomic bomb 


military weapon, indicating its effectiveness and its 
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limitations. Although does not assume there will 
atomic war does not believe sitting back and let- 
ting things take their course, rather that the best preventa- 
tive measures the long run will strong and well- 
organized defense. Let hope that this book will 
widely read the general public. 


Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Cabell, James Branch. The Devil’s Own Dear Son. 
Farrar, Straus. Apr. 14, 1949. 210p. $2.75. 


The fiftieth Cabell books, The Devil’s Own Dear Son, 
bears the dark markings carbons copied from the other 
forty-nine. abounds the usual atmosphere invoked 
the fanciful place-names Poictesme, Rorn and Ecben 
synthetic artifice patent puddle. Its hero bears 
the brand the old Cabellian caballeros who journeyed 


one series esoteric and erotic adventures after 


another only settle down the bourgeois fate 
middle-class, hum-drum living. Their dream inevitably 
fades and reality returns the form genteel medioc- 
rity. Most horrible all, these swash-bucklers become 
respectable. 


That last phrase gives the key The Devil’s Own Dear 
Son. When Diego Arrendondo Dodd discovers that 
has been sired Red Samaél, immortally handsome 
devil who spends his eternity seducing mortal women, he, 
Diego, picks his little green identification stone and sets 
out visit papa the netherworld. What finds 
Hell gone topsy-turvy. The housing situation has caused 
such overcrowding that the overworked body torturing 
demons voted through change policy Gehenna’s 
democratic chambers. The idea now seems for 
every devil lure souls Paradise order ease 
the pressure down below. Hell has turned exclusive 
indeed. Samaél, for instance, longer seduces with his 
victims’ damnation view, contraire, does now 
fill his fallen ladies with the remorse whereby they 
might saved. It’s all deliciously wicked! One can 
almost hear the repressed giggles the drawing-room 
ago. Believe not, people actually dis- 
cussed this sort thing seriously those delirious days. 


Diego turns out rather disappointment his per- 
ennially youthful father. Though has actual count 


murdered three men, forged two checks, and seduced five 
virgins, nine widows and fourteen married women, the 
only thing asks his demonic daddy oil circula- 
tor and new paint job for the Bide-A-While Tourist 


Cabell Haig-Brown 


Home running St. Augustine, Florida. Samaél 
protests that his boy can have anything! But Diego seems 
have sown enough wild oats, refuses everything— 
except, course, the circulator and the paint. 


This the same old naughty irony, the same languorous 
cynicism, the same brand super-esthetic escape that 
caused such stir thirty years ago. Felix Kenaston 
rubbing the top cold cream jar—the “broken sigil 
dreaming loves Etarre, the Ageless 
Woman what most appropriately called The Cream 
the Jest. Madoc rescuing Etarre from prison be- 
hind the moon, and discovering her shrew The 
Music from Behind the Moon Jurgen, the hen- 
pecked pawnbroker dreaming demons, women and magic 
and finally resigning himself the commonplace reality 
his life and wife. The difference Diego that having 
lechered away youth, refuses lecher away his middle 
age. 


Under this decking romantic moonshine, golden prose 
and titillating innuendo, there lies nothing, nothing all. 
The Devil’s Own Dear Son really mummy the 
wrappings rhetoric. needs but touch, probe 
the most superficial kind send the betraying cloud 
dust and decadence from the nothingness within it. 
Adults may read companion the museum pieces 
period that left such bygone curios the Charles- 
ton, the tin-lizzy, the racoon-coated collegian, and phoney 
esthetics depravity. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Haig-Brown, Roderick. the Highest Hill. Mor- 


row. Apr. 25, 1949. 319p. $3.00. 


not unusual find novelist whose writing un- 
even, and whose plot sense, character development, 
significant theme, overshadows the rest his book. 
not, perhaps, often that one finds the natural setting 
capably handled cause inadequacies other 
respects almost overlooked. 


This seventh publication Haig-Brown story the 
logging industry British Columbia, and specifically 
Colin Ensley whose father was the best broad-axeman 
the Pacific Northwest. Ensley senior believed that work 
finds the man and that the skilled, productive workman 
any trade would never out job. The great log- 
ging companies taught him different, time when 
unions were timidly organizing, and the independent, self- 
respecting life had planned was destroyed. 


His son, Colin, loved the mountains and trails, wood- 
craft, and the solitary places. All his life feared vio- 
lence, though was never afraid death. last, 
got tired being pushed around life. was the action 
the unions, now grown strong, which sent him high 
into the mountains trap for living. was the action 
the logging companies whose crews came into the valley 
had marked his own that induced him build 
cabin for his future wife hidden section national 
park. Discovered there ranger and his cabin burned, 
shot the Dominion agent and the subsequent man- 
hunt came the inevitable end. 


The plot develops slowly. Certain facets the main 
character are clean-cut and convincing; others are blurred 
and taken faith only. Most the other char- 
acters talk and think alike. The love which the mature 
schoolteacher holds for the 13-year old boy, which de- 
velops into intimacy after returns from World War 
and which expects result marriage one day 
more believable than her repeated claim for his unusual 
intelligence and ability. Best the minor characters 
Colin’s brother-in-law, policeman, whom Colin could 
have hated for his occupation both men had not re- 
spected each other deeply. was this officer the 
law who headed the posse that went out bring the 
killer justice. 


The description the great forest regions, the snow- 
covered mountains, the woods and mountain wildlife, the 
woodsman and mountaineer pitting their muscle and 
craft against ice and snow and howling wind are the feat- 
ures which give the fullest satisfaction the reader. 
essayist, the author stronger writer than 


novelist. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Sumner, Cid Ricketts. But the Morning Will Come. 
Mar. 21, 1949. 302p. $3.00. 


Bentley Carr, the narrator this story, pretty young 
girl married the son proud, old Mississippi family, 
Philip Churston Cedar Bluff Plantation. Philip’s Aunt 
Kate runs the household, and Bentley lives something 
like seclusion, broken only her lone rumbles along the 
river. Bentley overjoyed when she finds that she 
pregnant but, for reason then unknown her, Philip 
not especially pleased, and Aunt Kate decidedly urges 
against permitting the birth the child. Bentley disre- 
gards their puzzling attitude, consults her own physician 
and eagerly awaits the heir. 


During the course the pregnancy Bentley, while rum- 
maging through old family letters, learns that Philip’s 
grandfather had married woman who was part colored. 
She learns too that Philip’s mother, who that very day 
being returned the plantation from overcrowded 
state mental institution, had suffered her “nervous break- 
down” making the same discovery. Bentley struggles 
frustratedly against the repugnance which she feels toward 
the family secret. Coolness develops between her and 
Philip. The child born, son, and, assist the 
finances the plantation, Bentley takes boarder, 
“Miss Stockbridge, New England 
Stockbridge interested the minority (sic) 
question. 


Besides coming under her liberalizing influence, antagonis- 
tic the family tradition, hostile its surecy, and op- 
posed all customs the place, Bentley also diverted 
from Philip her encounters with Jeffrey Wheeling, 
intelligent school teacher who shares Miss Stockbridge’s 
dislike race prejudice but believes that its conquest 
must slow and part part. 

The movement Bentley’s estrangement from Philip be- 
cause the “alien” blood the family receives final 


Sumner Gould 


May 


impetus when she discovers that has made one 
young colored women the plantation his mistress. ale fol 
night she runs from the house and Philip’s infidelity. She that 
falls near the road and assisted Negro, Anse, mail 
employee the plantation who that very 
awaiting rendezvous with Philip’s mistress. vocally 
helps her, they are momentarily picked the people 


The next day rumored that Negro had attacked 
mob attempts seize him for lynching but 
ignorant the truth the matter and the identity 

the woman, caws the mob and saves the man’s 
vealed strong man, according his principles, Grav 
dies heart disease few hours later. Bentley 
Aunt Kate, disgust her attitude toward the Robert 
secret. While she has promised respect the secret the 
ing Kate’s life, she has sworn tell her son when Watch 
understand his heritage, and live the truth 
after Kate’s death. Jeffrey she finds 
They marry and patiently await the morning the 
woman’s death and the life truth. While some meaning 
novels have been written, and many more may 
pected, this presently absorbing theme, inevitable author’s 
that some must carry the mesasge “in the manner 
gar saccharinity the home magazines. This authority 
belongs the latter class, with sterrotyped characters, 
expression, and melodramatic, poorly-motivated, The 
The climactic chapters are especially ridiculous. the auth 


sample the prose from the last scene, fairly typical} the worl 


arms.” modern 

ence 


While the author “on the side the angels,” the 
are way aided. There reason for anyone 
read the book unless one’s taste runs only the 


library school fiction and one wishes avoid 
positively harmful. oxen- 
Clinton Maguire, 

Gould, John. And One Grow On. Morrow. 
Apr. 25, 1949. 253p. $3.00. 
values 

State Mainers may seem peculiar people 

mer tourists who bivouac briefly Bar Harbor but they 
are truth nothing but the sole remaining 


tives American culture which has all too 
succumbed mechanical materialism all too many 
other places. For Maine people still are not largely urbar 
ized nor they get away with the eight hour day. They 
are highly individual and the town their natural unit 
organization; they are forced work for their living 
they are forced depend upon their individual 
and learn and accustom themselves the whims and 
foibles nature they are take advantage 
largesse. Consequently they live 
natural and less highly artificial life than their less for 
tunate brethren. thus was around the time 


monogam 
experimer 
may 
Magic 
their lot 
White 


When 


century when John Gould grew small deat 


community and enjoyed happier, fuller and more 
with 


Late Chri 


educational adolescence than falls the lot most 
us. That the theme his latest book which 


4 


means anecdote the virtues his upbringing. 
Tale follows tale his usually dryly humorous style from 
that the spiritualistic mailman who could read your 

mail without opening the day high school gradua- 

tion. Altogther Mr. Gould offers and defends quite 
the people counted individuals, which children were 

mature, which neighborliness and cooperation 

throughout life and which, more important, 


the 
stress. 
She 


people enjoyed doing it. The book can recommended 
arreste 

all. 


Graves, Robert. Watch the North Wind Rise. Crea- 
ley Age. Mar. 18, 1949. 290p. $3.00. 

Robert Graves, poet, scholar, novelist and mystic, pours 
secret the abundance his talent from all four facets 
Watch the North Wind Rise. The poet lends the tempo, 
and rhythm the novel; the scholar provides the 
lore antiquity; the novelist creates the vision and pro- 
the into the nameless future; the mystic tries give 
some time and eternity. fact, Watch the North 
Rise could well the novelized version the 
author’s testament faith contained his recent The 


ted, White Goddess rules New Crete, Utopian land 
the author’s poetic fantasy and heavy learning. This 

‘ly world and the society tomorrow, evolved per- 
least near-perfection, under the embodiment 
the female principle the controlling power man’s 
sportiveness.” Everything disruptive our 
modern way life has been carefully sifted out exist- 

New Crete. Money neither needed nor wanted 
greed has been worked out the human make-up. 
War has been reduced ceremonial sort rugby with 


the ange 
anyone 


the 
for lunch and killing. Transportation moves 
oxen-hauled trains. All the inhabitants this happy 
own plot earth since overcrowding has been 
made impossible the careful reduction population 
gentle euthanasia the automatic prescription 
homosexuals and biological freaks such chickens 
not lay eggs. 
Morrow. 
The people are divided into five estates, each with set 
values suited it. Transfer from one estate another 
> sum! 
virtue talent the lack it, may arranged 


through easy, uncomplicated routine. Thus anything 
like “the class struggle” has long since become concept 
and incomprehensible. Sex can free 
depending the estate preferred. The 
ely norm morality custom developed patient 
The experiment from century century. Although humor 
tural found wanting the people, there enough 
living magic around. are luxuriously content with 
their lot the harmonious matriarchy established the 
White Goddess. 


ge of her 

When Twentieth-Century poet Edward Venn-Thomas 
less evoked” magic into New Crete some eons and eons 
his coming unleashes whole chain reaction 
death and re-birth. Trouble brewing 
ore the machinations witch named Erica, violent 
ass with whom Edward had hectic affair back the 
Christian Epoch (A.D. Erica, seems, got 


most 
which 


Graves Index 


herself evoked into New Crete hanging onto Edward’s 
hair came through the time barriers. Apparently, 
she never let because she continues get his hair 
all through the story. 


any rate, between scholarly conversations with the 
members the Magicians’ Estate, Edward visits Non- 
sense House for elders where custom abrogated, sees 
part football game, watches war, does more than 
merely look the interiors bagnio, and attends 
orgiastic theatrical performance. Through his love for the 
magician girl, Sapphire, the perversity Erica and the 
jealous counter-magic certain Sally, unwittingly 
becomes the tool which the White Goddess decides 
break this too complacent society. The idea being, 
supposed, that people can get too satisfied, too smug for 
their own good. Edward, providing novelty 
antidote complacency, creates the unrest which must 
destroy before can regenerate. the Goddess uses him 
stir the discord that sets the North Wind rising 
sweep away the perfected mansions man’s spirit order 
design again some newer and more perfect one. 


The tale reveals the author’s familiarity with the immense 
material moulds, and, despite its somewhat esoteric 
nature, the result proves fairly diverting narrative. 
Sometimes, the learning runs away with itself, especially 
things theological. Aside from the fact that morality 
treated oh, flexible thing, the author seems 
unable make his mind whether deal exclusively 
myth objective historical fact. mixes the New 
Testament with the Fates and the Council Nicaea with 
Homer’s Deiphobus. (He even drags out the old, old 
herring about the Council Christ di- 
vine). This indiscriminate mixture myth and history, 
god, goddess and God, legend and Revelation, car- 
ries him unpleasantly close the brink blasphemy. 


When all over, the reader cannot deny the conviction 
the novel’s sincerity. too patent for that—even 
the point being aggressive, sometimes surly. Nor, 
the same token, does escape the sense confusion, the 
restless, neural dissatisfaction emanating from its pages. 
One gets the impression angry impatience with things 
they are, dogmatic absolutism what they ought 
be, and half-muted, virile despair the fate (or God- 
dess) that denies man all guarantee permanence the 
transient things time. course, the whole business 
may huge joke whose point the reviewer has missed— 
but then, Watch the North Wind Rise not worth read- 
ing twice find out. 


For the professionally interested literature and the dis- 
criminating i.e., all. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 
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